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HISTORY/' ANDRE SIEGFRIED HAS WRITTEN, "is the
determining factor" of the Canadian nation. It
is to history, then, that we must turn, as the renowned
French poet and philosopher, Paul Vaiery did, in order
to develop, as he said, "his understanding" or to throw
light on "his confused concept of Europe." Unfortun-
ately, the history of Europe appeared to Vaiery "a
horrible muddle." Closing his books, he took up an
atlas, and by dint of zealous reflection arrived, finally,
at a conception of that part of the world which was
satisfactory to himself at least. To do this he rejected
the political mind which, in his opinion, "thinks in
terms of events," following "an evil custom essentially
due to history." The eminent philosopher was perhaps
wrong in forgetting the proper object of history and
in condemning it, as the result of a personal experience,
because of the ends to which political thinking has too
frequently used that science. In the same way one
might condemn all science because the researches of
the scientists have put into the hands of man, with the
discovery of the atomic and the possibility of the
hydrogen bomb, the most terrible instrument of death,
one capable of annihilating the world. Moreover, while
blaming history, it is to history that, in the final
analysis, Vaiery has returned. It is the testimony of
history upon which he calls, and it is history which
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